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rule may be taken in effect to be that the ministry Chapter
controls, though the principle of 1878 is still retained    XI'
in the new instructions issued for Canada in 1931. One
omission, however, has been made: the British Govern-
ment at one time discouraged the grant of pardons con-
ditional on exile unless the crime was one of a political
character unaccompanied by violence; but any limita-
tion of this kind is obviously a matter for local views,
and it is now left to the Governor-General to act on
any advice the ministry tenders.
Advice in matters of pardon is normally given by
one minister, the Minister of Justice or Attorney-
General, but capital cases are brought before the
Cabinet in most cases. In accordance with British
practice, efforts have been made, not always successful,
to prevent Parliamentary discussion of the use of the
prerogative, on the broad ground that its exercise is
essentially a matter for executive discretion with full
knowledge of all the facts and not for party recrimina-
tions in the legislature. It is, however, inevitable in
small communities that much pressure should be
exerted on members by constituents and by members
on ministries.
In the case of Canada it was originally the intention
of the British Government that the prerogative should
be restricted to the Governor-General, even in respect
of provincial cases of violation of regulations made by
the legislatures. But, since it was determined that the
legislatures could confer the pardoning power on the
Lieutenant-Governors, the exercise of the prerogative
in respect of these matters is manifestly inappropriate,
and the delegation of it disappeared in 1905. In the
case of Canada, the Commonwealth, and the States the